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London is the region with the highest poverty rate in the UK.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million people.



Poverty is defined as 60% of median income, after housing costs.



Poverty is not evenly distributed across the city.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.
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Who is in poverty?

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.



On the surface, it can be difficult to understand the scale of poverty 
in London, given the strong labour market.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

There are 6.1 million jobs in 
the capital.

This is 20% of al jobs in 
England.



But work (or enough work) is not guaranteed for all Londoners.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.



A significant number of people in poverty are in employment.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

In  London, 44% of people in 
poverty are working.

In the rest of England, 39% of 
people in poverty are working.



In-work poverty is concentrated in certain industries.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

More than 50% of the people in 
in-work poverty in London work 
in one of four industries.



Income inequality in London has been steadily rising.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

In 2017/18, those in the 90th

income percentile took home   
10.2 times the income of those 
in the 10th income percentile.

In the rest of England, this figure 
is 5.2.



But pay for the lowest earners has been rising faster than the rest.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

Between 2017 and 2019, pay for 
the bottom ten percent of earners 
in London increased by 4.6%.

This was probably driven by 
increases in national minimum 
and living wages.



London’s higher level of poverty is primarily due to housing costs.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

Households in poverty in London 
face housing costs that, on 
average, amount to 56% of their 
net income…

…compared with 37% for those 
in poverty in the rest of England.



Before housing costs are taken into account, London has a lower 
poverty rate than the rest of England.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

Before housing costs, 15% of 
Londoners are in poverty, 
compared to 17% in the rest of 
England.



Poverty is now more prevalent in the private rented sector.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.



The number of households living in temporary accommodation has 
increased.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

In 2019, 56,000 households 
were living in temporary 
accommodation.

This is an increase of 30%
compared to five years ago.



Wealth in London is very unequally distributed.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

In London, the top ten percent of 
wealthiest people hold 42% of 
London’s total net wealth.

The bottom ten percent hold 0%
of the city’s wealth.



Trust for London works with others to address the issues 
highlighted in London’s Poverty Profile.

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

We have seven funding 
programmes, and distribute 
around £10m a year. 



Visit www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data for more

28% of the city lives in poverty.

That’s around 2.5 million 
people.

Please visit our website to view 
over 100 indicators on poverty 
and inequality in the city.

@trustforlondon
@wpi_economics
@CDRC_UK

http://www.trustforlondon.org.uk/data

